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Tencor at 20 Years 

Tencor (later evolved to be KLA-Tencor) is in the bedrock of the 

semiconductor equipment industry. It developed many products that 

were essential to chip manufacturing. Some are still made today. 

 

Tencor turned 20 In 1996. This book started as a pet project by one 

of the employees, who had a passion for this company’s unique 

history.  It documents not only how the company came into being 

and then thrived, but also a story so common to Silicon Valley but 

unique to so many parts of the world: a single individual, Karel 

Urbanek, escapes a tyrannical government to start with nothing, start 

a new life, and start a new company. 
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