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I’ve always liked to be in the middle 
of a changing environment. There’s a real 

challenge in making it all work.
Robert Noyce 

Touchstone IPTV-Iowa, 1987
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Armed with a Ph.D. in physics from MIT, Noyce started his career doing transistor research 
at Philco in Philadelphia in 1953. Three years later, he accepted an offer from William Shockley,
one of the inventors of the transistor, to move to California to work at start-up Shockley
Semiconductor Laboratory. In this 1956 photo, Noyce (center, back row) and colleagues 
toast Shockley (seated at head of table) upon learning that Shockley had won the 
Nobel Prize for Physics.
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Robert Noyce business card Fairchild Semiconductor Corporation.
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Part of Fairchild Semiconductor’s original financing deal required a $500 investment from each 
of the eight founders. Lacking personal savings, Noyce wrote to his parents, asking them to 
inquire if his grandmother, the only family member with reserve funds, could lend him the money.
Noyce’s wealth grew along with Fairchild’s success over the next few years, and he paid his
grandmother back with interest. 
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Noyce was one of eight men who left Shockley Semiconductor and founded Fairchild
Semiconductor, an expansion of New York-based Fairchild Camera and Instrument, in 
1957. The “Fairchild Eight” included (left to right) Gordon Moore, C. Sheldon Roberts, 
Eugene Kleiner, Bob Noyce, Victor Grinich, Julius Blank, Jean Hoerni, and Jay Last. 
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Fairchild Semiconductor made its first sale to IBM — an order for transistors at $150 each. 
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Noyce (right) speaks to the other Fairchild founders in the company’s production area. Although
he was a senior manager at Fairchild, Noyce also remained a technologist; 11 of the patents that
carry his name were filed during his years at Fairchild.
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Noyce’s mother commented on his departure from Fairchild in a letter 
in July 1968, the same month he and Gordon Moore incorporated a 
new venture as NM Electronics, soon to be renamed Intel.
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